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between things that differ, for appearances are not to be relied upon. Things which seem to be alike may yet be the opposite of each other. A
scorpion may be like an egg, and a stone like a piece of bread; but they are far from being the same. Like may be very unlike. Especially is this the
case in spiritual things, and therefore it behoves us to be on our guard. It would be very difficult to say how far a man may go in religion, and yet die
in his sins; how much he may look like an heir of heaven, and yet be a child of wrath. Many unconverted men have a belief which is similar to faith,
and yet it is not true faith. Certain persons exhibit pious affections which have the warmth of spiritual love, but are quite destitute of gracious life.
Every grace can be counterfeited, even as jewels can be imitated. As paste gems are wonderfully like the real stones, so sham graces are
marvellously like the work of the Spirit of God. In soul matters a man will need to have all his wits about him, or he will soon deceive his own heart.
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