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*****.Excerpt from The Taeping Rebellion in China: Its Origins, Progress, and Present Condition The following letters, with the exception of the last,
were written and published before the appearance of Commander Brine s very valuable book on the Taeping Rebellion in China, and it has been
extremely satisfactory to me, and it no doubt will prove so to the public, that the statement made by Commander Brine, founded upon personal
observations and local knowledge, have their counterparts to a greater extent than could well be expected in my letters, founded upon blue-books,
the local press of China, and the letters of some obliging friends resident in China. Mr. Brine s position as an officer in Her Majesty s Navy, necessarily
imposes on him a reserve in the expression of an opinion upon the policy of the Government of which he is a servant, a reserve from which I am not
only free, but which, as a member of the legislature, it is my duty to repudiate. Communications with friends, military and civil, who have held
oDicial situations in China, from the date of the late East India Company s last servant leaving Canton on the 6th December, 1839, down to the
present day, have given me an interest in China aDairs and stimulated inquiry to verify the statements of my correspondents. I entered the House of
Commons, therefore, with matured opinions upon the policy pursued by the British Government, and the part I have taken in the House of
Commons is the necessary and logical result of the judgment I had formed I cannot believe that any impartial person possessing competent
information, can give any other verdict...
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