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*****.And No Religion, Too is a group of essays about life in the Kingdom of God. Some of the stories are about faith and simplicity, about the
sacramental experience with the risen Christ that seems to war against the rational, rigid, unbudging mandates of actual church life in the West.
Some of the writing is about the Western church itself, the fragmented but beautiful, self-guided but sincere, expression of the Body of Christ passed
down to us from the Reformers, who, I ve always thought, didn t reform nearly enough. As I was writing ANRT, musing about John Lennon and the
haunting lyrics of Imagine, writing stories about dog kennels and The Green Mile, I was thinking hard about my walk with Christ for some thirty-plus
years and wondering how, with the best of intentions, we d gotten so far removed from that amazing, Spirit-filled, expression of kingdom life we
read about in the Gospel. I began to consider that maybe the Reformation, as good as it was, was not the proper starting point for a heart that was
crying out for relationship with the risen Lord and community with His Body. I began to read the old stuE. There for a while if it was written aFer
about 800 AD I wasn t interested. I read the church fathers, the real ones, the guys that were handed the reigns from the very Apostles. Bishops,
priests, monks and holy people who wrote about the very things my heart was longing for. What I found was a wealth of literature and faith that I
didn t even know existed. Works written long before Rome split from Orthodox Constantinople, ultimately...
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