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my poor mother, with her youngest child clasped in her arms, and both of them still, as if the work of death had already been completed; a little
distance on the opposite side of the wagon, stood little Mary Ann, with her face covered with her hands, sobbing aloud, and a huge looking Indian
standing over her; the rest were motionless, save a younger brother and my father, all upon the ground dead or dying. At this sight a thrill of icy
coldness passed over me; I thought I had been struck; my thoughts began to reel and became irregular and confused; I fainted and sank to the
earth, and for a while, I know not how long, I was insensible. - Olive Oatman On the North American continent, Native American tribes carried out
abductions against the new European settlers from the time they first set foot on eastern shores. Some of the women taken in the colonial to early
American period went on to become respected figures in their new environments, while others lived out their lives as slaves. Various tribes
perceived the historical value of women s social personalities through diIerent prisms, and even those groups living in the same region oJen
exhibited dissimilar behavior toward them. For some of the more aggressive tribal societies, to commit atrocities against women and their children
engaged the same mindset as that adopted for male-to-male warfare. What European sensibilities failed to grasp, despite the home continent s
own lurid history, was that the numerous indigenous cultures of North America were already in...
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