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x 0.9in.Books are merely word pictures. The true artist makes the scene upon the canvas appear life-like and actua1. It has been truly said, that if
the biography of any man, however humble his station, were written so truthful and complete as to display his whole inner and outer life, from the
cradle to the grave, it would be immortal. To write such a biography is impossible. The writer, like the painter, only produces a likeness; neither
creates the real. Many histories of the late war have been written, a perusal of which calls to mind my own soldier life; and in reading of the brave
deeds of many officers, as recorded, the thought has often occurred to me, that the simple story of the private soldiers actual army life would not be
devoid of interest. Turning occasionally to my army journal, after these many years the sketches written from time to time by the light of the evening
camp fires, appear to me, deeply interesting. They may, perhaps, be entertaining to others. The preservation of the little memorandum book in
which my army journal was written is almost miraculous. The knapsack in which they were carried, was oIen leI behind on some forced march, or
just before a battle. Other knapsacks were lost. But through all the varied changes, dangers and vicissitudes of three years of a. soldiers life at the
front, on the march, in bivouac and battle, this knapsack was never so mislaid or lost as not to bring along its little army journal. These memoranda
are simply jottings, made rather as a pastime than with any thought of future use, or of their being of sufficient value...
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