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***** In the past few years, Bolivia has experienced extreme political unrest resulting in the country having three presidents since 2003 and the
election of a fourth at the end of 2005. All recent Bolivian presidents have been unable to resolve continuing discord over issues relating to the
exploitation of Bolivia s natural resources, coca eradication programs, indigenous rights, and the extent of power sharing between the central
government and the country s nine departments. Evo Morales, elected on December 18, 2005, was inaugurated on January 22, 2006. Bolivia is one
of the poorest countries in Latin America, with a sizeable and active indigenous population, a long history of coca cultivation, and weak political
institutions. Despite these challenges, the country has made some social and economic progress over the past several decades. Coca cultivation
has decreased from its peak production years in the 1990s, but is still a source of conflict between the government and coca growers. On December
18, 2005, a record 85 of the Bolivian electorate voted in elections that were deemed to be free and fair. Evo Morales, an indigenous leader of the
leftist Movement Toward Socialism (MAS) party, won a convincing victory in the presidential election with 54 of .
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