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case of any who had held church membership elsewhere, the relation had lapsed with their removal to a community that had no church. Yet
perhaps no other hamlet so small and shortlived as New Salem has ever had a citizen whose religion has been more discussed. The people of New
Salem and its vicinity were a plain and industrious folk. Their material needs were indeed few as compared with ours; yet they required a diligence
in their daily labours to provide for these necessities that absorbed their time and interest to such an extent as only those can appreciate who know
the hardship, toil, and exposure endured by the early settlers and their families. Hither came Abraham Lincoln, April 19, 1831. Here he spent most of
his next seven years amid various surroundings and associations which became formative and controlling influences in his life. It is important to
estimate correctly and to recognize the work he did there; the men with whom he there measured muscle and mind; the women whom he
respected and those he admired, and one he...
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