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***x* Excerpt from English Short Stories, Selected to Show the Development of the Short Story From the Fifteenth to the Twentieth Century A
Selection of short stories in English which would show the full development of this class of literature would make a volume many times larger than
the present, and would demand serious study of a somewhat strenuous character. The collection here offered has been planned, in the first place,
for enjoyment, but at the same time an attempt has been made to give, in broad outline, some idea of the development of the short story written in
English, from the middle ages to our own time. The selection does not lay claim to any critical or scholarly merit, but it is hoped that it may give a
fairly clear impression of continuity sufficiently full enough to serve as a guide from century to century and supply material upon which an
interested reader can work, if he feels inclined to go further in the pursuit of a fascinating subject. The history of the English short story is the history
of changing tastes and fashions, and in judging the relative values of the tales here offered this fact must be remembered. The reader must bear in
mind that any given story has been included not only for its intrinsic interest, but also to show the character of the short story which was
fashionable at a certain period. A tale which, on its own merits, would now be voted trite or sentimental, moralising or stilted, was at one time in
our history highly acceptable to English readers, and therefore, serves to hold up the mirror to the life of...
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