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Virginia and Kentucky A map of the existing railways in the United States exhibits a singular want of these roads in the central portion of the
Alleghany Mountain Chain. A section composed of parts of Virginia, Western Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee, about as large as the state of
Pennsylvania, is not traversed by a single railway. It might be supposed from this absence of modern ways that this region was either a desert or
that its surface was so rugged that a road could not be made through it without very great expense. In fact this region is the most fertile and
salubrious portion of the Appalachian Mountain system; it abounds in mineral resources and its surface offers less serious obstacles to the passage
of railways than any other part of that great mountain system. The fact that this great region, full of natural resources, has remained essentially
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