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*****.Excerpt from The American Encyclopaedia of Commerce, Vol. 2: Manufactures, Commercial Law, and Finance Jabb, a net used in Scotland for
catching the fry of coal-fish. Jack, a sort of crane for liIing heavy weights. It consists of small pinions worked with a common winch. The pinion
works in the teeth of a large wheel, on whose axis there is fixed a small pinion with teeth working in a rack. By turning the pinion, the rack is raised,
and with it any weight attached to it. - The word is also applied to several other diverse contrivances, especially to those which answer in the place
of another hand or of an assistant: thus, it signifies a horse or wooden frame to saw timber on; a kitchen machine for turning a spit, the moving
power being either a weight or the smoke and rarefied air of a chimney; an instrument for pulling oK boots, etc. In sea-language, a Jack is a Hag of
colors, displayed from a mast at the outer end of the bowsprit of a ship, and used in making signals. Jackassing, a term sometimes applied to labor
done by men that is usually performed by horses or machinery. Jack-Block, a block used in a ship when sending the higher masts up or down. Jack-
Boots, heavy, long boots for riding. Jack-Cross-Tree, an iron cross tree at the head of a long top-gallant mast. Jacket, a short, close garment; a short
coat. Jack-Knife, a pocket whittling-knife with a large blade. Jack-Ladder, in sea-language, a ladder with wooden steps and side ropes. Jack-Plane,
a smoothing plane about 18 inches long, used to prepare wood for the trying plane....
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