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*****.THE purpose aimed at in the present Series of Essays will easily be perceived to be incapable of belonging to the domain of religious
controversy. For the conducting a religious controversy, a common ground of religion mutually accepted as the basis of argument, is indispensable,
and what common ground of religion can there exist between belief and disbelief in GOD? Let it be supposed that a man comes in my way who says
to me, I for my part totally disbelieve in the existence of GOD, or at any rate I entirely deny that He is or can be a legislator who has either the power
or the right to bind me to obey His laws. What can I have in common with such a man? If I am called upon to speak to him, I can only say to him, Sir,
God gives you for the present your liberty of choice, and permit me to say you make a very bad use of it. Defore a man, says the Son of Sirach, is set
life and death, goo i and evil, and that which pleases him shall be given to him (Eccles. xv. 18). It is evidently death that pleases you, and except
Divine mercy should condescend to open your eyes to see where you are going, the death you have chosen is that which you will have to face. To
say more than this, to such a man, would be to beat the air. Are we Catholics, then, it will be asked, to persevere in a state of helpless, torpid
indifference to the growth and increase around us of the denial of GOD? Certainly not! To...
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