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Local Taxation Was paid every year in local burdens, or every five years they paid in local burdens the whole amount of the aggre gate income of
real property, and exactly one-eighth of its value in poor rate assessment alone; such exceptional exactions to which the owners of real property
were sub j ected, were monstrous, intolerable, and almost incredible. He would now endeavour brie?y to compare the amount raised by Local
Taxation with the amount annually raised by Imperial Taxation. The estimate of Imperial Taxation for 1870 1 was 67, 000, 000. If you deducted from
that amount 27, for the interest of the national debt, you had 40, for defraying the expenses of the army and navy, for the civil service, and for all the
purposes iof modern government. You had that of Impe rial Taxation as against of Local Taxation. But the comparison did not end there. Imperial
Taxation was simple, it was intelligible, it was annually decreasing, and was being annually revised. Local Taxation, on the contrary, was a Chaos. It
was confusion confounded, was a sort of thing which, as Lord Dundreary would say, no fellow could understand. It was annually 1ncreasing, and
the basis of it had not been altered for 300 years. The public at large had no reason whatever to complain of Imperial Taxation. It was said, and he
believed it, that it was equitably imposed, systematically collected, and economically expended. The right hon. Gentleman the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, who held the purse strings, was generally supposed to be a close-fisted gentleman, and he was responsible to the House and to the
nation for Imperial Taxation. But Local Taxation was...
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