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*xxxx Excerpt from The Reform Advocate: Jews of Richmond These early papers were unfortunately destroyed in 1865, when the Confederates
evacuated Richmond and the city was set on fire. As evidence of the existence of a communial organization, prior to 1791, the address of the Hebrew
Congregations of New York, Philadelphia, Charleston and Richmond, in 1790, to George Washington may be cited. This congratulatory address to

the Father of His Country and General Washington s reply are herewith appended: The address of the Hebrew Congregations in the cities of
Philadelphia, New York, Richmond and Charleston, to the President of the United States: Sir - It is reserved for you to unite in affection for your

character and person every political and religious denomination of men, and in this will the Hebrew Congregations aforesaid yield to no class of
their fellow-citizens. We have hitherto been prevented by various circumstances peculiar to our situation from adding our congratulations to those
which the rest of America have offered on your elevation to the chair of the federal government. Deign, then, illustrious sir, to accept this our
homage. The wonders which the Lord of Hosts hath worked in the days of our forefathers have taught us to observe the greatness of His wisdom
and His might through the events of the late glorious revolution; and, while we humble ourselves at His footstool in thanksgiving and praise for the
blessing of His deliverance, we acknowledge you, the leader of American armies, as His chosen and beloved servant. But not to your sword alone is
present happiness to be ascribed; that, indeed, opened the way to freedom, but never was it perfectly secure until...
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