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*****. In 1805 he was sold to a South Carolinian cotton planter, thus estranged from his wife and children who remained in Maryland. AEer several
escapes and recaptures, he wrote his autobiography with the help of the white lawyer Isaac Fisher. Charles Ball was eventually married and had
children and in 1805, he was sold to a Georgia trader without warning and was once again separated from his family. He eventually escaped from
slavery and settled in Pennsylvania where he wrote his memoir. Ball s history/memoir is a fascinating realistic account of the life of slaves and slave-
owners in the early 19th century, which he describes as one long waste, barren desert, of cheerless, hopeless, lifeless slavery; to be varied only by
the pangs of hunger, and the stings of the lash. Recalling the brutal conditions in slave life, he describes the heartache of having family members
sold away-as his mother and father were, and as he was separated from his wife and children, taken south chained to a line of other slaves. In one
long account, Ball relates the story of a fellow slave who had been captured in Africa, and we learn of the horrific conditions on slave ships bound
for the West. On this slave s journey, he recounts that 1/3 of the slaves on the ship died during the passage to Charleston, South Carolina. Ball also
provides detailed accounts of the environments he lived in the U.S., including the wide destruction of the arable land created by the over-planting of
tobacco, and descriptions of other flora and fauna of the southern states; the terrible diet of slave life, with each given only a peck of dry corn each...
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