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***** It is impossible to describe this book without giving away the plot. Nor is it possible to describe the content, for that might seriously interfere
with your enjoyment of the roller-coaster ride upon which you are about to embark. No, a somewhat oblique approach is needed to give you, the
reader, some flavour of this narrative. All power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely (Lord Acton 1834-1902). History is a
frequent witness to this simple truth. But what if someone is corrupted even before they have acquired power? If they were born with their brain
wired up differently, completely bypassing available connections to the repositories of basic human traits such as understanding and empathy, pity
and mercy, guilt and remorse, kindness and generosity? Do we have a name for such a creature? Yes, we do. A psychopath. Someone who will never
hesitate for even a moment in their pursuit of power, self gratification and self aggrandisement. Someone who is utterly ruthless and cold-blooded
in every way. And there are many in society. You probably passed a half-dozen on your way to work today. They are reported to particularly thrive in
corporate environments and the legal profession. Determined and single-minded, their vaulting ambition invites fear and awe. But this is not as
alarming as it may first appear. Because by and large society and its conventions manage to keep psychopaths at least somewhat under control.
And then again, there are degrees to which someone may be psychopathic. Indeed, many regard some degree of psychopathy as desirable, for it
provides a spur to significant achievement of any kind. However, what if a psychopath at the worst extreme end...
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