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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1874 Excerpt: . influence ot nitrite amyl, as having a bearing against the theory ot
Bruntou thai it affects the non-striped muscular fibres generally. The fact, observed in nearly all his experiments, that a momentary contraction of
the capillaries of a irog occurred whouever the animal made any violent movements, speaks strongly against any absolute paralysis ot the vessels.
The author explains the phenomenon by admitting two kinds of muscular fibres in the coats of the capillaries, one set contracting and the other
dilating the vessels, and explaining the dilatation produced by nitrite of amyl as an irritation of these latter, the others remaining unaffected, and
reacting, to a greater or less extent, under excitation. The probable primary cause of irritation by nitrite of amyl is the non-oxydation of the blood
under its influence. The acceleration oft he heart s action and lowering of bloodpressure which follow its use are duo to the dilatation of the
capillaries; but when the acceleration becomes very considerable; as after injection of the nitrite into a vein, it is possible that the nervous ganglia
which give the heart its automatic movements may also play some part in producing the effect. The method by which the substance is introduced
into the system is of much importance in producing its peculiar effects. The speediest and surest way, according to Dr. Amez-Droz, is by injecting it
into a vein; the next most reliable method is by inhalation. It would seem, however, to be much moro...
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