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or Thoughts on Good and Evil: Knowing and Feeling, a Contribution to Psychology IT is quite in vain that critics and readers both con stantly repeat
that the biography of a man of letters is almost always unentertaining, and that we could hardly expect it to be otherwise. Whatever it is we expect,
or have any just reason for expecting, there is an incurable curiosity to know something of the man wherever the writer has succeeded in interesting
us. The case stands thus: we have a living human being revealing himself to us by his thoughts, and by nothing else. Something to fill up the blank
we inevitably crave. We have here an object of esteem, perhaps of some degree of veneration, and yet our hero remains obstinately invisible; even
to the mind s eye utterly obscure. We desire that he take human form, and be seen moving amongst the realities of life; we desire that he stand out
before us somewhat distinctly in the imagination. Other great men, the man of action, the great captain, the great statesman, write their lives in
their deeds the very career which ennobles or distinguishes them is also their biography. We see them in their actions. Their lives, too, are written in
the history of their country, and they hardly need a separate memo rial. With the man of letters it is otherwise. He haswritten a book, and placed it
there on the desk before us. The hand that placed it there is unseen. Unless some friend will tell us, we can know nothing of the destiny of this man.
He comes before us as the thinker only: he had these thoughts, but...
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