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***** The present work took its rise, and is largely drawn, from the very learned Father Passaglia s Commentary on the Prerogatives of St. Peter,

Prince of the Apostles, as proved by the authority of Holy Writ, which was published in Latin, in 1850. The eighth and ninth chapters are, indeed,
translations, respectively, of the twenty seventh of his first book, and the first of his second book And as to the rest, my obligations are more than |

can specify. | owe, on the other hand, many excuses to Father Passaglia, for while | have only partially observed his order in treating the subject, |

have considered his whole work as a treasure-house of learning, whence | might draw at my pleasure things old and new, adapting them, as |

thought good, to the needs of the Protestant mind, as familiar to me in England. Thus I have not scrupled to translate, to omit, or to insert matter of
my own, according to my judgment. It seemed to me of paramount importance to present to the English reader the whole chain of scriptural
evidence for the Primacy and prerogatives of St. Peter. This chain of evidence is so strong, that, when I first saw it completely drawn out, it struck my
own mind, brought up in the prejudices of Protestantism, with the force of a new revelation. | put to myself the question; is it possible that they who
specially profess to draw their faith from the written Word of God, would refuse to acknowledge a doctrine set forth in Holy Scripture with at least
as strong evidence as the Godhead of Our Lord itself, if they could...
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