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*****.Excerpt from The Mission of South Carolina to Virginia There lay the ashes of Patrick Henry and of JeDerson, and of Madison, and of a host of
others, whose names had given lustre to our country s glory, and the fruit of whose labors was the common inheritance of North and South; and yet
all this could not preserve her from the invasion of her soil, the murder of her citizens, and the attempt to involve her in the horrors of servile and
civil war. That very North, to whom she had surrendered a territorial empire - who had grown great through her generous confidence - sent forth
the assassins, furnished them with arms and money, and would fain rescue them from the infamy and punishment due to crimes so atrocious. To
estimate aright the character of the outrage at Harper s Ferry, we must realize the intentions of those who planned it. They expected the slaves to
rise in mass as soon as the banner of abolitionism should be unfurled. Knowing nothing of the kindly feeling which exists throughout the South
between the master and his slaves, they judged of that feeling by their own hatred, and expected that the tocsin which they sounded would at once
arouse to rebellion every slave who heard it. Accordingly they prepared such arms as an infuriated and untrained peasantry could most readily use.
They also expected aid from another element of revolution. They did not believe in the loyalty to the government of Virginia of that part of her
population which owned no slaves. They seized upon the armory, and they expected help from its operatives, and from the...
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