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*****.Excerpt from The Baptist Hymnal: For Use in the Church and Home The design of those concerned in the preparation of the Baptist Hymnal,
has been to furnish the churches a book which shall aid in the worship of God, and so make the service of His house more attractive and delightful.
They have sought both in the selection of Hymns, and in the choice and adaptation of music, to secure to God s people the best possible expression
of the praises, pleadings, and aspirations of their hearts. By restricting the number of hymns to those which are believed to be all that are necessary,
space has been found for a most liberal provision in music. A definite plan has controlled the selection, viz: 1. Wherever the book is opened, a
familiar tune is provided, if possible, for every hymn before the eye, preferably a tune already wedded to the words. The book thus becomes at
once and in every part available. 2. As advancing tastes desire richer eAects in harmony, on the same or opposite page with most hymns is aAorded
the alternative of a less familiar tune of the highest musical worth. The melodies of these more elaborate compositions may be sung by the
congregation in unison, harmony being supplied by choir or organ. 3. As it is impossible to supply certain hymns of irregular measure with a choice
of tunes, they are attended simply by the music, old or new, to which their established or growing popularity is largely due. 4. In the few instances
where for regular meters but one tune was found practicable, the choice has been given to a familiar one,...
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