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Adventures of Michailow: A Russian Captive Among the Kalmucs, Kirghiz, and Kiwenses | wept bitterly, and resisted as much as | could, but in vain.
In our way we passed by the residence of the Russian Consul, lwan Bakunin. My father and | were here met by an Armenian groom, in the service of
the Consul, who said to my father, Whither are you taking this boy? My father replied, Poverty compels me to lead my only son to market for sale !
The Armenian expressed a wish to purchase me for himself, and calling my father into the stable, soon concluded a bargain. | received a buttered
Churek-cake, and my father half a ruble and three Churek-cakes. | eat my cake with cries and tears, and my father left me for ever. There was at that
time in the house of the Consul a Pop (or Russian Priest) named lwan Afanassich. This Ecclesiastic saw me that very evening, and, becoming fond of
me, wished to adopt me as bis son. The Armenian resisted bis solicitations for some time, but the Consul supported the priest, and at last obliged
the Armenian to give me up. The priest then renewed his promises, and received from the Consul a written document, which secured to him a legal
claim to my person. lwan Afanassich conducted me to his house, ordered me a bath, caused a clean shirt and a silk jacket to be given me, and
treated me in every respect as his own son. After some days he conducted me to a large stone building, which, | was informed afterwards, was a
church, when he gave me his benediction, and named...
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