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*xxxx Excerpt from Obed Owler and the Prize Writers Common wooden chairs; a table that readily falls apart, over which is spread a cloth; a stove
without a fire. Mr. and Mrs. Scudder in the plain neat dress of the backwood s farmer and wife of middle age. Mrs. Scudder (looking through the
window). Ebenezer Scudder, just look here and see if you can make out what team that is coming up the road. Ain t that Mehitable Jane? And that
feller drivin is Sam Smasher sure as | m livin . What have they in the gig? Loaded down with her toggery, no doubt. | do wish she would be more
sensible and not spend all her money for gewgaws. Only see the streamers and the flourishings! Gay as a peacock! Mr. Scud. (good-naturedly).
Come, come, Deborah, don t be too hard on Hitty. She Il be all right after a while. Tis a high-flyin age with her, and girls most allays think lots of
dress. | dare say you did at her age. What a pretty pink gown you wore that day | first saw you in meetin , and how handsome you looked; but you ve
made me as good a wife as any man could wish; so don t worry bout Hitty. Here they are. (Opens the door, and Mrs. Scudder stands near the door-
way, when an enormous bundle is thrown into her open arms from the outside.) Mrs. Scud. (to her step-daughter outside). You haven t left Mrs.
Manton for good, have you, Mehitable Jane? Mehetable (from the outside). Don t call me by that name, mother, and I ll tell you all...
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