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Forgotten Books. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 134 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.3in.Excerpt from The
Princeton Review, Vol. 36: October, 1864Of course, the natural and untrained logic of mankind saved us from accepting the results of such one-
sided investigations; and the moral and intellectual world still moved on, sustained by its faith in its God-given capacities to learn, and instino tively
set aside, or simply ignored the demonstration, which it could not then answer, that there existed neither mind nor matter - beings to learn, nor
things to be learned. Now, how ever, we have no diFiculty 1n seeing that all knowledge must result f1 em - or we should rather say that it is - the
relation of mind with things and facts, and other minds, and from their mutual adaptation to the production of knowledge; and that the mind is no
empty tablet, or clean-swept threshing-oor, passively receiving the things and facts, or the impressions and inscriptions of them, which the world
may chance to bring before it. But, defective as this theory was, it admitted the minds receptivity, and therefore, that thus far, at least, it had inbe
rent character and capacity; and inductive science, instead of arbitrarily limiting the mind to this, ought to have taken the hint which the admission
gave, and applied itself to a more thorough investigation. We might as well expect the empty tablet to perform the work of the type-founder and the
com positor, and the threshing-oor to execute the functions of the mill and the bakery, as to expect the merely receptive capa city of the mind to
transform its sensuous individual impres sions into will, sentiment, language, conceptions, ideas, and scientific systems. Even the passivity of the
cannon-ball be fore the exploding powder,...
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