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***** Excerpt from Early Okanogan History One Hundred years ago this summer the first white men came to this section. The first to come was
David Thompson and his party, making a dash down the Columbia river in July, 1811, in the interests of the Northwest Fur Company. Thompson is
unquestionably entitled to the honor of being the first white man that traversed the Columbia from its headwaters to the sea. Lewis Clark had been
before him from the mouth of the Snake down to the ocean, but no explorers or traders were on the Columbia above the mouth of the Snake in
advance of David Thompson. He is therefore, beyond all dispute, entitled to the honor of being the first white man that reached the mouth of the
Okanogan river. And our river certainly had a most worthy discoverer, for Thompson is fit to compare with the greatest of the great pathfinders of
the West. In Thompson was combined many exceptional qualities. He was a skilled surveyor and was thoroughly grounded in astronomy and
capable of taking exact observations, and together with these qualifications he had in him the instincts of an interpid, fearless and painstaking
explorer. In short, he was a scientist as well as a natural born explorer. As a young man he entered the employ of the Hudson Bay Company in the far
North. In about the year 1789 he left the Hudson Bay Company and cast his fortunes with its great rival, the Northwest Fur Company, and continued
with that company until 1812, by which time he had become one of the commanding figures in that powerful organization. From 1812 on he was...
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