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Preached at the Installation of Rev. A. M. Bridge, as Colleague Pastor of the First Congregational Church and Society in Bernardston, Mass. Feb. 18,
1846 As | journey through the pleasant towns and Villages of our beloved commonwealth, 1 see, on every side, neat churches crowning the hills or
sheltered in the valleys - shining in the clear sunlight of winter, like pyramids of snow, or in summer, among the green trees, now seen and now
hidden, as we pass along, looking chaste and graceful, like tutelary angels guard ing and blessing the fields and groves and my heart rejoices at the
sight. 1 hail and bless them every one, asking not first, to what denomination they belong, but recognlzmg them each and all as tokens of a religious
people centres of Christian light and in?u ence monuments of piety towards God, and means of benevolence, virtue and happiness amongst men;
and as a patriot, a Christian, and a man, my heart is enlarged to embrace them all, and all who founded them, and all who frequent them, in one
wide and Warm emotion of Christian sympathy, In one fervent prayer for their prosperity and peace. It is under the in?uence of such sentiments as
these, that | have selected as the subject of my discourse on this occasion, the words of our Saviour which I have just now read. Nothing can be
more morally. Sublime than the position of Jesus, when he uttered these words, rela tively to the people in the midst of which he stood. In the
bosom of the most exclusive and bigoted nation the world ever saw, his heart expanded till it embraced all...
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