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***** Excerpt from The Only True American School System But on the other hand the appalling fact revealed by the statement of the most
representative Protestant paper of the country, the Independent, that out of our 75,000,000 people only 23,000,000 belong to any Christian
denomination, Catholics included, and secondly the startling and ever increasing emptiness of our churches, coupled with the scandalous revolt of
so many ministers of religion against what was considered hitherto as the essential tenet of Protestant Christianity viz.: the authority of the Bible,
and the rejection by so many of them of the doctrine of the divinity of Jesus Christ whom they accept merely as a religious teacher, force upon us
the dreadful conviction that what Christianity there is in the country is fast disappearing. Does that mean that our existence as a nation is
menaced? We might answer that question by another. Have we any right to expect any other result than what has happened elsewhere under
similar conditions? Washington in his Farewell Address has warned us that reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality
can prevail in exclusion of religious principles. And where there is no national mortality, there is national ruin. Gladstone has said the same thing of
England. Other great men have expressed themselves in a similar strain; and for the matter of that, though so easily lost sight of, it is almost a self-
evident proposition. But are there facts to support this pessimistic theory? They are not wanting. Neglecting such agents of corruption as the
literature of the day which exerts a most malign influence even upon our children, and which such a competent judge...
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