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funding priorities, and varying levels of support by senior policymakers. This in turn has had an effect on the public s perception of national
preparedness. Public awareness and support have waxed and waned over the years, as the government s emphasis on national preparedness has
shifted. An analysis of the history of civil defense and homeland security programs in the United States clearly indicates that to be considered
successful, national preparedness programs must be long in their reach yet cost effective. They must also be appropriately tailored to the Nation s

diverse communities, be carefully planned, capable of quickly providing pertinent information to the populace about imminent threats, and able to
convey risk without...
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