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Subject: Wireless communication systems -- United States -- Evaluation. Excerpt: . . . 4 technologies, equipment types, and spectrum bands. In
addition to the diGiculty that this complex environment poses for federal, state, and local coordination, 85 percent of fire personnel, and nearly as
many emergency management technicians, are volunteers with elected leadership. Many of these agencies are small and do not have technical
expertise; only the largest of the agencies have engineers and technicians. In the past, a stovepiped, single jurisdiction, or agency-specific
communication systems development approach prevailed - resulting in none or less than desired interoperable communications systems. Public
safety agencies have historically planned and acquired communications systems for their own jurisdictions without concern for interoperability.
This meant that each state and local agency developed communications systems to meet their own requirements, without regard to
interoperability requirements to talk to adjacent jurisdictions. For example, a Public Safety Wireless Network ( PSWN ) analysis of Fire and
Emergency Management Services ( EMS ) communications interoperability found a significant need for coordinated approaches, relationship
building, and information 5 sharing. However, the PSWN program oGice found that public safety agencies have traditionally developed or updated
their radio systems independently to meet specific mission needs. According to a study conducted by the National Task Force on 6 Interoperability,
public safety oGicials have unique and demanding communications requirements. According to the study, however, when the issue of
interoperability is raised, oGicials respond that they are unable to even talk to their own personnel, much less expand their communications to
include reliable and interoperable local and regional communications, and, ultimately reliable and interoperable local, state, and federal . . . This
item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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