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Condition: New. Cambridge University Press, New York, 2013. VI,302p. Paperback. 'As Daniel Werner notes towards the end of his rich and detailed
discussion, ?the Phaedrus is a protean text? (236). This volume attempts to grapple with perhaps the oddest and most elusive of Plato?s dialogues
via an analysis of its myths. Werner succeeds in providing a valuable and stimulating account of the variety, ambiguity and significance of mythic
discourse within the Phaedrus. He argues towards a conclusion that seeks to make understanding Plato?s use of myth the (or, at least, a) key to
unlocking not just this dialogue (including providing an angle on the enduring question of structural and thematic unity), but also Plato?s attitude
towards knowledge, philosophy, discourse and human life in general. (.) These matters of consistency are, in the end, perhaps minor when weighed
against the sophisticated and original argumentation and analysis offered by Werner throughout this book. This is a valuable new work that uses a
relatively narrow focus to broaden our general perspectives on the Phaedrus in particular, and on Plato?s use of myth and thought about
philosophical discourse in general. Werner has not (and does not claim to have) wrestled Proteus into submission. It would be a shame if he had.
He has, however, opened up a very promising new angle of approach.' (JENNY BRYAN in Bryn Mawr Classical Review 2013.06.22) Condition: New.
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