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Europe, From the Greeks and Romans Down to the Present Time We now pass by a single leap across the vast chasm of centuries from ancient Rome
to modern prussia, in order to present to our imagina tions a well-marked type of a purely monarchical form of government. What the classical
nations of antiquity combined to reject, and in their circumstances would likely have found impossible, a well ordered govern ment under an
absolute kingship, that modern Europe has realized in Prussia with the most distinguished success. In estimating the capabilities of this form of
governnrent however we must bear in mind that the Prussian power is of too modern a date to justify any very large conclusions with regard to the
permanency of its political constitution, and that, in the shape of a reaction from the terrible blow of the battle of Jena, in 1806, it has already
received into its autocratic body a certain infusion of the democratic spirit of the age which takes it out of the category of pure monarchy. We may
define the Prussian polity there fore, since 1806, as an absolute monarchy, guided by the intelligence and qualified by the democratic spirit of the
eighteenth century. Certain it is, however, that it has grown up rapidly to its present magnitude and importance chie?y under monarchical in?
uences of the most unqualified character. The formal date of the reception of Prussia into the sisterhood of European monarchies, was the 18th of
January, 1701 but the real commencement of the central vigour and power of...
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