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***** Excerpt from Proceedings of the Tenth National Conference on City Planning: St. Louis, Mo;, May 27-29, 1918 When it was suggested that |
might have the pleasure of giving you a very special welcome to St. Louis - as one of the craft, so to speak - it occurred to me that here was an
excellent opportunity to scatter broadcast some unique facts which the native born St. Louisan seems too modest to utter. | came here quite a
number of years ago from New England, but by way of a breezy mid-western city where my two years sojourn led me to long for home rather than
to embark in new ventures in what | ignorantly supposed was a similar mid-western atmosphere. Now, | want to share with you my surprise and
pleasure in being welcomed into this hospitable city of dignified age - with a history and traditions worthy of the name - a city whose very name
suggested that romance with which the chronicles of its earliest settlers Laclede and Chouteau are replete. Here | found a social atmosphere
permeated with the influence of the hardy French Catholics and the pioneer spirit of the ever westward moving frontiersman, and its resultant is
that charm of hospitality which combines the fervor of the Southern article with the bluff sincerity of the West. Stop and consider that St. Louis was
an established center of importance when Lewis and Clark set out from here to explore the wilds which were trackless save for the constant flow of
the fur traffic to this market. If you have the opportunity don t fail to cross the river to see the...
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