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***xx Excerpt from News From Afar or Missionary Varieties: Chiefly Relating to the Missionary Society; Being a Re-Publication of the Quarterly Papers
of the Said Society, for the Years 1822, 1823, 1824, 1825 Christian Friends, You have often heard that the dark places of the earth are foil of the
habitations of cruelty: and in this engraving you have one proof of it. It represents what is called in India a Suitee; that is, a widow burning to death
with the corpse of her deceased husband. The funeral pile, as you see, is placed on the very edge of the river Ganges. It is made of wood, and rushes,
and long grass; about three feet high, six feet long, and about wide enough to admit of two persons lying upon it side by side. There lies the corpse,
on the side nearest the river; and you perceive the poor widow is embracing it with her right arm over the breast. The upright stakes are fixed to
keep the pile together; and that long bamboo is stretched across to prevent the widow from escaping, as the poor creatures have sometimes tried
to do, when scorched by the flames. This bamboo is held down by two men, one on each side, and behind them are two others, pouring water on
them to prevent their being hurt by the fire. That stout man on the left hand is the officiating brahman, or priest. You perceive he wears the poita, or
sacred thread, which is the badge of the order, round his neck, and the paper in his hand is one of their Shasters, or holy books, out of which he is...
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