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Kings; And Many of Its English AEiliated Foundations until a very recent date, so late, indeed, as 1884, little had ever been heard or known of the
archives of Cluni, and we may thank M. Leopold Delisle, Director-General of the National Library in France, for all knowledge of them in this country.
Their importance for the illustration of English history, from the Conquest to the reign of Henry VIII., their value as evidence on many controverted
questions, and for the elucidation of ambiguous points in history, is unquestionable, and as much too important to be overlooked, as their
investigation is to be deferred to a distant future. The main object, therefore, of these pages is to bring them at once to the notice of the record-
student and historian, and to render them, as far as possible, accessible to both. When we consider the numerous foundations dependent on the
Abbey of Cluni, and the estates it held in England, there can be no reason to doubt that the enumeration and description of those MSS. and charters
which have interest for this country, will aEord facility for further research in a field entirely new, and rich in materials for general and conventual
history. To quote only a few instances of their value proved by recent investigation. The two first documents named on the list are the original
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