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***** This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1819 edition. Excerpt: . He who publishes must he aware, that the world will think,
whatever apologies he may offer, that in his own opinion his work is worthy of public notice and approbation. It is therefore in vain for him to assert
illness, youth, and a thousand other incapacities, as excuses for the want of heroic feeling in his epic, or point in his epigram.--Yet almost every
preface forms but as it were the basket into which an author throws his substitutes for the talent which should have appeared in his work. | will not,
however, occupy my reader s time in this way.--l acknowledge a by publication that my love either of fame or profit has induced me to flatter myself
that what | write is worthy of his attention. Ambition has many ways of advancing towards the pinnaole, from which it hopes to catch fame by the
wing, and chain her to its column, though it be even like that of the Ascetic in Thebais. It is the most assuming of all passions. Its appetite, like that
of the furnace, indeed, increases with the fuel thrown in, which but raises a greater flame, requiring greater faggots for its continuance. There was a
time, when poetry, contented in the sylvan shade, sought but to please.--Now, since even lords have become desirous of wreathing the bay around
their coronet, poetry has dared more, --it has crouched into a footstool for ambition to tread upon while aiming...
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