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written in a vernacular fully understood by lawyers only; and, being devoted to a subject which a truly learned judge has styled the metaphysics of
the law, their language is doubly puzzling to a layman. This book of mine is, obviously, not intended as an exhaustive treatise upon patent law, but
as a statement and summary of the principles of the law; and it has been prepared with a careful remembrance of the fact, that a book may be as
valuable for what it does not contain as for what it does. The subject admits of endless padding; but I have aimed to steer clear of that error. About
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