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procuring of letters-patent for inventions, and in the conduct of litigation based upon them, has made me to know, that the great majority of
inventors, and of other persons interested in patents, eagerly desire reliable information as to their rights and duties under the law, and as to all
questions affecting patents. The books designed for the use of that part of the legal profession devoted to patent practice are too costly to be
practically within the reach of the profession in general, much less within the ordinary means of inventors and patentees. Not only this, but they are
written in a vernacular fully understood by lawyers only; and, being devoted to a subject which a truly learned judge has styled the metaphysics of
the law, their language is doubly puzzling to a layman. This book of mine is, obviously, not intended as an exhaustive treatise upon patent law, but
as a statement and summary of the principles of the law; and it has been prepared with a careful remembrance of the fact, that a book may be as
valuable for what it does not contain as for what it does. The subject admits of endless padding; but | have aimed to steer clear of that error. About
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