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govern public health administration. The first law providing for health organization was the Massachusetts law of 1797 establishing Boards of
Health for towns and giving each board power to make such regulations as it judges necessary for the public health and safety. Since then the other
states have made similar laws, the last enactment being that of Nevada in 1905, while many of the large cities have had special sanitary provisions
incorporated in their charters. The type of local organization has varied in diFerent states depending upon whether the administrative unit of
government was the township or the county. The local authorities are required to keep the state authorities informed as to the sanitary conditions
of their districts and in all cases local health ordinances must not contravene the laws of the state. Since 1855 each state has enacted a law creating
a State Board of Health or its equivalent. In the legal side of public health administration, common and constitutional as well as statutory laws are
involved. The common law, or lex non scripta, consists of the court decisions made in the course of administering justice. The decision of a lower
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overruled. Statutory laws are enacted by legislatures upon the basis of common law and their official interpretation has the...
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