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of the people. One of the most remarkable of these changes was that which was brought about by a spirit of chivalry. By the introduction of that
spirit, a new phase was assumed in the education of the youthful nobility and gentry. To obtain the honour of knighthood was an object of the
highest ambition of both princes and nobles. A youth destined to the profession of arms, and hoping to obtain that honour, was placed under the
care of some distinguished knight, in the quality of a page. Even knights of an inferior rank, if renowned for military accomplishments, had
sometimes the sons of princos attending upon them in the quality of pages. The duty of a knight was to instruct his page in military exercises and
the laws of courtesy and politeness; and the duty of the page was to pay implicit obedience to his knightly instructor. But the pupil in chivalry did
not always remain a page; there were gradations in his road to knighthood. Having spent some time in the quality of a page, he was promoted to
the rank of an esquire. That rank obtained, the aspirant for the honour of knighthood was admitted into more familiar intercourse with knights and
ladies. He rode, hawked, danced, hunted, and tilted with them, and thus became perfected in all knightly accomplishments. The courts of kings,
princes, and barons were, indeed, colleges of...
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