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***x* Excerpt from The Republic of New Haven: A History of Municipal Evolution This volume is designed to contribute toward a constitutional
history of the New England township. The purpose has been to depict the steady evolution of various forms of local government from the assembly
of freemen, to detect the far-reaching influence of the Church organization at the centre of social activity, to describe the gradual differentiation
that took place within the official structure, to observe the operation of political and social agencies, whether external or internal, and to discern,
throughout the vicissitudes of two hundred and fifty years, the permanent characteristics which make up New Haven s strong individuality. Since
Tocqueville s day, the New England Town-Meeting, as an institution, has not pleaded in vain for recognition. But the scientific study of the evolution
of the Town-Meeting and of the inner workings of our local government has only Just begun to receive due attention. In 1881, Dr. H. B. Adams s
monographs upon The Village Communities of Cape Ann and Salem and upon The Germanic Origin of New England Towns led the way for a host of
similar essays. During the last five years, trained specialists have been associated together in the work of observing and describing various forms
and institutions of local government in every part of the land. Out of these researches there will arise, for the first time, a comprehensive
classification of our local usages, and eventually also an accurate conception of the part which different local institutions have taken, and still take,
in the development of the nation. The republic of New Haven presents to the student of local institutional growth a...
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