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*****.Excerpt from Logic: Or the Art of Reasoning Simplified That man is an intelligent creature, or a being capable of receiving intelligence to an
indefinite extent, is not only a well known and established fact, but also one which involves the most important consequences. This single attribute
of human existence not only elevates man in the scale of being, constitutes him capable of unlimited improvement, and of communicating it to
others, but at the same time, as to the discharge of his duties, grants him the privilege to increase not only his respectability, but also his usefulness
to the society with which he is connected. Though, on the one hand, it would be impossible duly to appreciate a giD so inestimable, yet on the
other, be it remembered, that there is nothing given to man, there is no talent with which he is endued, but what requires cultivation. Not only our
corporeal but also our mental faculties, unless they have salutary exercise, are liable to decline. The body for want of it is liable to wane into the
most lamentable state of langor and imbecility; and the mind, for reasons perfectly analogous, through the want of exercising the means, with
which we are so abundantly privileged, becomes inert and capable of being not only deceived by others, but also irrevocably injured through our
own neglect. It cannot for a single moment be doubted, that man, as a sentient, intelligent being, stands as a candidate for happiness. All men seek
it, in one way or the other: a single exception would be a parodox in the history of humanity. According to the extent precisely of our mental vision,
not...
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