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***** It was a very cold blustering day in early January, and even brilliant thronged Broadway felt the influence of winter s harshest frown. There
had been a heavy fall of snow which, though in the main cleared from the sidewalks, lay in the streets comparatively unsullied and unpacked. Fitful
gusts of the passing gale caught it up and whirled it in every direction. From roof, ledges, and window-sills, miniature avalanches suddenly
descended on the startled pedestrians, and the air was here and there loaded with falling flakes from wild hurrying masses of clouds, the rear-
guard of the storm that the biting northwest wind was driving seaward. It was early in the afternoon, and the great thoroughfare was almost
deserted. Few indeed would be abroad for pleasure in such weather, and the great tide of humanity that must flow up and down this channel every

working day of the year under all skies had not yet turned northward. But surely this graceful figure coming up the street with quick, elastic steps
has not the aspect of one driven forth by grave business cares, nor in the natural course of things would one expect so young a lady to know much of
life s burdens and responsibilities. As she passes | am sure the reader would not turn away from so pleasant a vision, even if Broadway were
presenting all its numberless attractions, but at such a time would make the most of the occasion, assured that nothing so agreeable would greet
his eyes again that sombre day.
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