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*****.As to why IN MEMORIAM: a celebration. As a Jew, I can t avoid the weight of our history. Our resilience as a people has been strengthened
through the millennia with every adversarial contact. Yet, in spite of the negative aggression, we survived. And, in the process, created a legacy of
knowledge and community, which has lasted for almost six thousand years. Jerry Jacobs, who this work is dedicated to, miraculously survived a
six-year hysteria when the world proved how inhuman the human race can be. From the age of ten to sixteen, starting in the Lodz, Poland ghetto, he
subsequently found himself in such camps as Auschwitz-Birkenau, Buchenwald and Rehmsdorf. When you first meet Jerry, you would never know
he was someone survived such an irrational horror. He embodies someone who celebrates life with deep conviction for the arts and humanities. A
successful textile merchant and grandfather, he established the Interfaith Concert of Holocaust Remembrance and commissioned me to write this
choral orchestra work for the fourth annual concert, which had its world premiere at the Cathedral of Saint John the Divine in front of four thousand
people on November 13, 1993. As we became friends, we inevitably began talking about his past. Instead of getting a better understanding of this
insanity that we call the Holocaust, I found myself dealing with even greater incongruities of logic to such an extent as to almost believe that what
he had witnessed was not possible. But, unfortunately for the so many who died, it was very possible! And, this loss of brothers and sisters, fathers
and sons, mothers and daughters was our greatest tragedy. How could one keep his/her...
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