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Baltimore, a Paper Read Before the Maryland Historical Society, March 9th, 1891 The pivots upon which the aggrandizement or over throw of
Empires turns are apt to be small and apparently unimportant, but he who traces the lines of historic sequence cannot so regard them. The passage
of tr00ps enrolled for the protection of a beleaguered Capital and an imperilled Federal Government, through the territory of a State still in the
Union would seem to be a matter of right simple enough in its nature, and which under ordi nary circumstances would neither have created
comment nor excited Opposition. At the period we are considering, however, the circumstances were ih a high degree extraordinary, and such
transit was held by many to involve a vital principle and a. High political right. A significant importance attaches therefore to all the steps that were
taken to claim for the special surroundings the fullest consideration on the part of the general government and involved the right to ask that
existing arrange ments that threatened so much serious disaster should be wisely modified, so that the inevitable con?ict between the troops then
on the outskirts of the City and our own citizens armed to oppose them might be happily avoided. What was done therefore on this line has its
special value, for by it the dreaded emergency was avoided, while at the same time the instant needs of the Government were met. But more than
this was attained, for in my own opinion the result of such armed con?ictwould have gone...
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