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the Pastoral OCice: Addressed Chiefly to Candidates for Holy Orders, or to Those Who Have Recently Undertaken the Cure of Souls With whatever
success, it shall be a comfort to think that I have thus attempted to remedy, even in an imperfect way, the reproach which attaches to us as a
Church of sending men into the Ministry unprovided even with a plain Manual of elementary Instruction. But indeed our entire practice requires to
be reconsidered and remodelled. Surely the method is even pre posterons, of committing the Cure of Souls to those who have never had the
slightest preparation for their difiicult OCice, or enjoyed any special teaching as to how it is to be rightly discharged. No sooner has a youth
graduated in Arts, than he announces himself as a Candidate for Ordination; at the end of a few months presents himself before the Bishop and on
the very next Sunday, comes forward as a Professor of Divinity and a Physician of Souls. Examined indeed as to his fitness, he has been; and had he
not displayed a fair amount of knowledge, he certainly would not have been ordained. But is it not clear that such an ordeal, from the very nature
of the case, must be in the highest degree unsatisfactory? The Standard for the examined is exceedingly low; and there is every reason why the
examining party should be exceedingly indulgent. Thus suddenly introduced to an OCice beset with the gravest diCiculties, the newly ordained
Shepherd Of souls discovers at leisure the extent of his Shortcomings. He has to Visit, to catechize, to prepare Candidates for Confirmation, or for
the lord s Supper, and...
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