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By Nicholas Nicastro

St Martin s Press, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Reissue. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In one of history s greatest experiments, a brilliant
Greek, Eratosthenes of Cyrene calculated the distance around the earth to a few percent of the
actual size. In an inside glance at the philosophy and practicalities of this discovery, Nicholas
Nicastro looks at a deceptively simple but stunning feat made by using only simple tools - a stick, a
piece of string, and a shadow. But how was he able to measure the land a time when distance was a
matter of a shrug and a ballpark figure of time spent on donkey-back? How could he be confident in
underlying assumptions: that the earth was round and the sun was far away its rays struck parallel
lines? Was it luck or pure scientific genius? In the exciting narrative history, Nicastro brings readers
on a trip into a long-vanished world that prefigured modernity where despite his reputation,
validity of method, and position as head of the greatest research institution of the time,
Eratosthenes was simply right too soon about earth s dimensions. His results were debated for
centuries until he...
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ReviewsReviews

Absolutely essential read publication. it absolutely was writtern very completely and valuable. It is extremely di icult to leave it before concluding, once
you begin to read the book.
-- Sarai Lebsack-- Sarai Lebsack

Thorough guide for book enthusiasts. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. Your lifestyle span will be transform when you total
reading this article book.
-- Lindsey Larson-- Lindsey Larson
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