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*****.Young Malcolm MacPhail has already had his audience in the hall of the richly clad widow -- mother of the mad laird, Stephen Stewart.
Malcolm has gained the laird s trust -- and with all the honesty of his heart he will do nothing against the poor man, even if it means pitting himself
against the plans of the laird s wealthy mother. So strongly set is Malcolm s conscience it threatens to put him on bad terms, too, with the Marquis,
with whom he has found shelter and employment. Yet Malcolm knows the ways of his own heart -- and he knows the mad laird is not the idiot the
rest of the world believes him to be! George MacDonald (1824-1905) gained fame for such tales of his beloved Scottish homeland as Salted with
Fire, Alec Forbes of Howglen, and this fresh, rewarding novel of a fisherman s lad growing into a youth of strength and character, Malcolm, volumes I
and II.
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