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Blazevox Books, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Poetry. Sophie Seita s FANTASIAS IN COUNTING furthers
an evolving, intense and remarkable body of work with performative textuality, spatiality and ethics of presence. Her poetry and poetics test the
very limits of prosody; her theatrics work the defamiliarised into the known: a fantasia of the writer s making defaulting into non-ownership.
Rhythm and its predications and failures are central to speech . Seita writes: [Begins to play a rhythm on or with scattered sounding-material-
whatever is available. Ideally, this is a polyrhythm or cross-rhythm, either 4:3 or 5:3, or even better 4/4: 4/3 or 2/5: 2/3 or something of that kind;
over the repeatedly spoken phrases: no | cannot; no you cannot (ad lib with pleasure)]. The rhythm becomes word becomes the theatre itself. At
first experience a viewer, a reader, a fly on the wall, might undergo the epiphany of the new . But in Seita s melding of ancient and modern
performative techniques, her investing the moment of articulation with an awareness of the social and political constraints it operates within, we
actually start to question what is new . Rather, we might apply to her work something akin to Stravinsky s observation that Beethoven s Grosse
Fuge was absolutely contemporary and would remain contemporary forever . Sophie Seita is one of a handful of brilliant new poets and
performance-enhancers who are changing and will continue to change how we receive and resist the limits of poetic form and performative
spatiality. She creates texts that are investigative and synaesthetic. When we read my theory is better than my praxis , the irony ripples through the
manuscript, because rarely do the metronome, the drum beat, the tones of voice resonate so strongly. The page becomes the acoustically...
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