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labeled the most awful forsaken place God had ever created and a magical world for a wide-eyed boy. These background forces of hardship and
wonder constituted Redekop s earliest memories and in the retrospective vision of these remembrances he finds the subtle basis for his subsequent
personal development and orientation. The mutual interdependence in the homesteading community encountered in Enchantment and Despair: A
Montana Childhood 1925 - 1937 helped Redekop see the significance and power of cooperative human ventures, and recognize the importance of
the environment in human survival: awareness the author has acted upon throughout his life. Readers will be transported back in time by this vivid
account of another age and, like its author, pass through despair to find themselves enchanted.
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