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project of my work was anterior to the life by Mr. Forsyth, and was first suggested to me as I was reviewing the earlier volumes of Dean Merivale s
History of the Romans under the Empire. In an article on the Dean s work, prepared for one of the magazines of the day, I inserted an apology for the
character of Cicero, which was found to be too long as an episode, and was discarded by me, not without regret. From that time the subject has
grown in my estimation till it has reached its present dimensions.
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