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POETIC
DIC T I ON By OWEN BARFIELD, HOWARD NEMEROV

A \rmf_\ in Meaning Wesleyan University Press December 1984, 1984. Paper Back. Condition: New. 'Only by imagination
can the world be known," writes Owen Barfield. 'And what is needed is.that the human mind should
’ become increasingly aware of its own creative activity.' With the intent to consider the point where
life and imagination meet (Barfield calls this intersection 'perception'), Barfield focuses the crux of
OW E N Poetic Diction on the study 'of poetry and the poetic element in all meaningful language.'
Borrowing terminology from Coleridge, he divides the imagination into 'primary' and 'secondary'
BA R F I E L D categories. The secondary imagination is at work on the making of meaning, the primary on the
making of things. Poetic Diction attempts to show how these two different kinds of making lead to
an understanding of human consciousness and its evolution. Poetry hovers over this ongoing

by

; irives ;"‘ vy evolution, unable to alight until we are lifted above even the perpetual transformation of language
itself. 'It is only when we have risen from beholding the creature into beholding creation that our
mortality catches for a moment the music of the turning spheres,' he writes. Drawing from a letter
Barfield wrote on the symbolism of the cross, this 'progressive incarnation of life in consciousness'
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Complete guideline! Its this type of great read through. it absolutely was writtern quite perfectly and helpful. | am very happy to explain how this is
basically the best book i actually have read through during my personal life and can be he very best book for at any time.
-- Joshua Gerhold PhD

A very awesome book with perfect and lucid reasons. It really is basic but shocks within the 50 percent of the book. Its been designed in an exceptionally
easy way and is particularly merely right after i finished reading this ebook where in fact changed me, change the way i think.
-- Meagan Roob
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