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however painful a cost. The happy bees were humming amongst the blossoming limes, but Norah did not hear them; she did not notice how richly
perfumed came the breeze from the hawthorn full in flower, there was that on her mind which shut out surrounding objects. Briefly, but as clearly
and truthfully as she had told her tale to Ned Franks, she now confessed all to Mrs Curtis, without attempting to make the slightest excuse for her
fault. Norah closed her account with a deep sigh, and stood as if awaiting with humble submission the rebuke which she knew must follow. But Mrs
Curtis uttered no word of reproach; her voice when she spoke was more kindly and cheering than it had been when she had first addressed Norah
Peele on that bright evening in May. | am very thankful, my child, that you have made a statement so frank and truthful, one which so perfectly
accords with what your last mistress has written. Mrs Curtis drew a note from her pocket, and Norah at once recognised the familiar handwriting of
Mrs Lowndes. Before speaking to you of the situation in my household, | thought it well to write to London, to ascertain facts from the lady whom
you had served. Her reply, | own, startled me a little; | thought at first that | must give up all idea of engaging you in...
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